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Our approach to SEND and inclusion
At King Edward Primary and Nursery School, we are committed to creating a nurturing and inclusive community that feels like family, where kindness is our cornerstone and every child is valued, cared for and supported to thrive. Inclusion is central to our vision and everyday practice, and our approach to supporting pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) is rooted in compassion, courage, confidence, curiosity and community.
We hold high aspirations for all learners. Through an inclusive universal offer, high-quality adaptive teaching, strong relationships with families and a shared commitment to removing barriers to learning and participation, we enable every child to develop a love of learning, grow in confidence and prepare successfully for the next stage of their education.
Our Common Inclusion Goal
	Here, everyone is encouraged to be their true self - feeling safe, seen and supported in an environment where compassion, courage, confidence, curiosity and community are at the heart of all we do. Every unique voice enriches our school family.



SEND provision is an integral part of the school's quality of education, leadership, safeguarding and personal development. This report explains what SEND support looks like at King Edward, how we identify and assess need, how families and pupils are involved, and how we evaluate whether provision is making a difference.
1. What kinds of special educational needs does the school support?
King Edward Primary and Nursery School is a mainstream school committed to inclusive practice and high expectations for all pupils. We make provision across the four broad areas of need:
Cognition and learning
Communication and interaction
Social, emotional and mental health (SEMH)
Sensory and/or physical needs
A pupil may have needs across more than one area. We focus on the individual pupil's strengths, needs and barriers to learning rather than on a label alone.
2. How will we know if my child needs additional support?
Children's needs may become evident at different points in their development. Identification draws on a range of evidence, including:
ongoing formative and summative assessment;
teacher observation and professional judgement;
pupil progress meetings and analysis of progress information;
information from previous settings and transition meetings;
communication with parents and carers;
pupil voice; and
monitoring activities such as classroom visits and work scrutiny.
High-quality adaptive teaching is the first response. Where concerns remain, the class teacher works with the SENDCo and Inclusion Team to understand the pupil's strengths, needs and barriers and to plan appropriate support.
3. Does my child need a diagnosis before support can be provided?
	No. Support is based on identified need and barriers to learning and participation. A child does not need a formal diagnosis or an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) before appropriate support can be put in place.



Where specialist assessment or diagnosis may be helpful, the school will discuss this with parents and carers and seek advice or referral through the appropriate route where this is available.
4. What does SEND support look like at King Edward?
Our provision is organised as a continuum. It is not a fixed ladder that every pupil moves through: support is matched to individual need and may change over time.
	Inclusive universal provision 
	An ambitious curriculum, inclusive by design, with high-quality adaptive teaching and reasonable adjustments.

	Targeted support 
	Additional teaching, intervention or strategies where assessment shows these are needed.

	Individualised SEN Support
	Assess-Plan-Do-Review, an Individual Learning Plan (ILP) and personalised provision matched to identified need.

	Enhanced provision 
	For some pupils with complex SEND, enhanced provision through The Forest may form part of their graduated response.

	Specialist / statutory support 
	External professional advice and, where appropriate, consideration of an Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment.


5. How does the graduated approach work?
The school uses Routes 2 Inclusion (R2i) alongside the graduated Assess-Plan-Do-Review cycle:
Assess - we build a clear picture of the pupil's strengths, needs, barriers and current progress.
Plan - we agree outcomes, adaptations, strategies, provision and how impact will be reviewed.
Do - the class teacher remains responsible for the pupil's day-to-day education and works with staff delivering additional support.
Review - we evaluate progress and the impact of provision, including the views of the pupil and family, and agree next steps.
This cycle is repeated as our understanding of the pupil develops and enables provision to be refined.
6. What is an Individual Learning Plan (ILP), and how will I be involved?
Pupils on the SEND register have an Individual Learning Plan (ILP). The ILP records the pupil's identified needs, agreed outcomes and SMART targets, the provision and adaptations required, and the strategies staff will use to support progress.
ILPs are reviewed at least termly through the Assess-Plan-Do-Review cycle. Parents and carers and, where appropriate, pupils are involved in setting, reviewing and evaluating outcomes, and relevant documentation is shared with families.
Where appropriate, additional documents such as a Structured Conversation Record or Individual Behaviour Plan may be used alongside the ILP. These complement the ILP and do not replace it.
7. What is The Forest?
The Forest is King Edward's Enhanced Provision Unit (EPU) and forms part of our graduated response to SEND. It provides a highly structured, nurturing, low-arousal and communication-rich environment for some pupils with complex SEND who are not yet able to access learning effectively within a mainstream classroom for sustained periods, despite high-quality adaptive teaching, reasonable adjustments and targeted support.
Provision focuses particularly on communication, emotional and sensory regulation, engagement, independence and early learning behaviours. The curriculum and environment are adapted to pupils' developmental needs and informed by ongoing assessment.
Access to The Forest is needs-led and is not dependent on a particular diagnosis or an EHCP. Decisions use assessment information, structured observation, the impact of previous support, professional judgement, family views and, where appropriate, external professional advice.
Pupils accessing The Forest remain members of their mainstream class. Where appropriate, provision is blended so that pupils maintain meaningful relationships with peers and participate in mainstream learning and wider school life. Placement and provision are reviewed at least termly and are not regarded as permanent.
8. How do we know whether support is working?
The effectiveness of SEND provision is evaluated systematically and regularly. This includes:
reviewing progress towards outcomes and targets in ILPs;
termly review meetings with parents and carers;
monitoring the impact of interventions using appropriate baseline and review information;
gathering and responding to pupil voice;
monitoring by the SENDCo, including classroom visits and work scrutiny;
advice and feedback from external professionals;
reviewing attendance, participation and wellbeing where these are relevant barriers; and
Annual Reviews for pupils with EHCPs.
Where pupils are working significantly below age-related expectations, appropriate small-step or engagement-based assessment tools are used to track progress from individual starting points and inform next steps.
The Forest is included in the school's wider quality-assurance arrangements, with progress considered in areas such as engagement, communication, regulation, independence and participation in mainstream learning.


9. How will the curriculum and teaching be adapted to my child's needs?
Our curriculum is designed to be inclusive by default and ambitious for all learners. Class teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of all pupils in their class, including pupils receiving additional or enhanced support.
Adaptive teaching may include, where appropriate:
scaffolded learning and structured support;
flexible grouping;
pre-teaching and overlearning of key knowledge and vocabulary;
visual supports and concrete resources;
adjustments to pace, task design and presentation;
communication and sensory adaptations; and
appropriate assistive or specialist resources.
Where additional provision is required, it is planned carefully and reviewed for impact. Staff receive training and specialist advice where this is needed to support effective inclusion.
10. How will my child be included in trips, clubs and wider school life?
We are committed to ensuring that pupils with SEND can participate meaningfully in educational visits, residentials, clubs, enrichment and wider school life. Individual needs are considered during planning and reasonable adjustments are made where required.
Risk assessments take account of relevant SEND, medical, communication, sensory and behavioural needs. Where appropriate, we work with parents and carers and external providers to plan additional support or adaptations.
11. What support is available for my child's wellbeing, communication and independence?
We recognise that emotional, social and mental wellbeing, communication, regulation and independence are important foundations for learning and participation. Depending on assessed need, support may include:
Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA) provision;
SEMH interventions delivered by trained staff;
access to sensory spaces and regulation support;
communication strategies and visual supports;
pastoral and attendance support;
opportunities for pupil voice; and
enhanced provision through The Forest where this is appropriate.
Attendance, behaviour, wellbeing and participation information is considered alongside learning information so that barriers can be identified and support evaluated.
12. What happens if my child's needs become more complex?
If a pupil is not making expected progress despite appropriate support, the school will review provision through Assess-Plan-Do-Review and may seek advice from relevant external professionals.
Where needs are significant or complex and the evidence indicates that a multi-agency statutory assessment may be required, the school may request an Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment. Parents and carers also have the right to request an assessment. Where an EHCP is issued, the school works with the family, Local Authority and relevant professionals to implement and review the provision and outcomes specified in the plan.
13. Who can I speak to?
Class teacher
Your child's class teacher is the first point of contact about learning, progress, emerging concerns and day-to-day provision.
SENDCo / Inclusion Team
The SENDCo is Mrs Binks and coordinates SEND provision across the school. The Inclusion Team can provide additional advice about identification, ILPs, external agency involvement and more complex provision.
Email: abinks@kingedwardprimary.notts.sch.uk
Telephone: 01623 472215 (via the school office)
Headteacher and SEND Governor
The Headteacher has overall responsibility for SEND and inclusion. The SEND Governor provides governance oversight, support and challenge. The school office can direct parents and carers to the appropriate person.
14. What expertise and specialist support can the school access?
Staff receive ongoing professional development aligned with the needs of pupils and school priorities. This includes whole-school SEND development, targeted training for staff working with individual pupils and advice from external specialists. Expertise developed through The Forest and specialist involvement is shared, where appropriate, to strengthen inclusive practice across school.
The school works with a range of services, which may include:
Educational Psychology Service;
Speech and Language Therapy;
Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy;
Schools and Families Specialist Services;
health services, including School Nursing and CAMHS;
mental health and early help services; and
social care and voluntary organisations.
The particular services involved depend on the pupil's assessed needs and relevant referral criteria.


15. How accessible is the school and what individual arrangements can be made?
The school site is largely wheelchair accessible, except for one intervention room located upstairs in the Year 1, 2 and 3 building. Disabled toilet facilities are available, including space to accommodate changing. Visual supports, symbols and visual timetables are used where appropriate.
Where required, specialist equipment is provided or funding applications are made. Depending on individual need, arrangements may also include an Individual Healthcare Plan, intimate care arrangements, a Personal Emergency Evacuation Plan (PEEP), an individual risk assessment and/or individual behaviour or handling arrangements. These are developed and reviewed with appropriate staff, families and professionals.
Further information about planned accessibility improvements is available in the school's Accessibility Plan.
16. How are parents, carers and pupils involved?
Parents and carers are involved throughout the graduated approach. We value families' knowledge of their child and involve them in identification, target setting, ILP reviews, decisions about provision and transition planning.
Pupils are supported to contribute to decisions about their learning in ways appropriate to their age and communication needs. Their views, strengths and aspirations help shape outcomes and provision.
Where a pupil accesses The Forest, parents and carers are actively involved in decisions about provision, review and transition.
17. How will the school support transitions?
Transitions into nursery or school, between year groups and to secondary education are planned carefully. Support is personalised and may include enhanced visits, transition books or social stories, additional time with new staff and close liaison with previous and receiving settings.
For pupils with SEND, information about strengths, needs, successful strategies and provision is shared appropriately. Pupils accessing The Forest may require carefully phased or blended transitions informed by assessment of readiness and individual need.
18. What should I do if I have a concern or complaint?
We encourage parents and carers to raise concerns early so that we can work together to resolve them. Concerns should normally be discussed first with the class teacher and then, where needed, with the SENDCo or Inclusion Team.
If a concern cannot be resolved informally, parents and carers should follow the school's Complaints Procedure, available on the school website.



19. Where can I find further information and independent advice?
Further information about SEND and inclusion is available through:
the King Edward Primary School and Nursery SEND Policy;
the Transform Trust SEND Policy;
the school's Inclusion Strategy;
the school's Accessibility Plan;
Nottinghamshire County Council's SEND Local Offer; and
the school office, where an appointment can be arranged to discuss SEND provision.
Parents and carers can also seek independent information, advice and support through Nottinghamshire SENDIASS. Current contact details and links to local services should be accessed through the Nottinghamshire SEND Local Offer so that families receive the most up-to-date information.
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